REPORT ON THE EXCAVATIONS AT TELL EL-DAB'A 2011

Irene Forstner-Miller, Manfred Bietak, Manuela Lehmann, Chiara Reali

GENERAL

The work of the Austrian Archaeological Institute Cairo was continued at Tell el_Dab'a in
2011, a spring and an autumn season was undertaken.

We are very obliged for the onsite collaboration of the Egyptian Supreme Council of
Antiquities and its Minister, Dr. Mohamed Ibrahim, as well as Dr. Abd el-Magsoud and the
Director for the Eastern Delta area, Mr. Ibrahim Suliman and the local inspectors Mr. Hani
FahimJussuf , Mrs.: Shorouk es-Sayed Abd el-Salam and Mr. Mohamed Zidane. We are also
indebted to the administrative support of Dr. Mohamed Ismael and his office. We are
especially indebted to the Austrian Embassy, ambassador Dr. Thomas Nader and to Clemens
Mantel, M.A. for their valuable support. We are also very grateful to the director of the
Austrian Archaeological Institute, Dr. Sabine Ladstatter for her ongoing untiring support.
Without their support the project at Tell el-Dab’a could not have continued.

The research in this year was focused on areas R/III, F/Il and A (fig. 1).




Spring

Area R/III

The excavation was continued in the area to the east of ‘EzbetRushdi is-Sughayar on the land
of Dr. Samir el-Bilbeisi.

A magnetic survey was carried out there in 2007 and 2008 (Forstner-Miller et alii 2008,
2010). The magnetic image revealed a densely settled area with houses and streets. Individual
houses and streets can be discerned, but the images are not as clear as in other parts of Avaris,
partly due to the stratigraphic overlap of structures.

To the North the planned settlement of the Late 12th Dynasty could be discovered in its
whole extent (s. latest Forstner-Mdiller 2010: 103:105).

Salvage excavations were undertaken in 2010 due to the ongoing destruction of
archaeological remains by modern agricultural activity in this part of the site. (Forstner-
Miiller 2012: 683-684). A residential quarter with several buildings with attached courtyards
and granaries’ separated by streets was unearthed in the uppermost layer, which can be dated
to the very end of the Second Intermediate Period (Tell el-Dab’a-Stratum D/2).! (fig. 2)These
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Wall-widths suggest that at least some of the buildings had upper floors, the courtyards
contained silos of varying sizes (diameter range 2.5 to 3.5 m wide), which were accessed from
the southeast, and ovens were built in the corners of courtyards. Abundant finds of seal

! am indebted to Karin Kopetzky and David Aston for the dating of the pottery.
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impressions from the late Middle Kingdom and from the Second Intermediate Period” point to
an official, administrative function of this unit, which differs in this respect from standard
contemporary domestic quarters and those of earlier occupation levels in the same location. A
lot of sealing impression bearing the name of Hykos rulers of the 15th Dynasty were found: the
most of them are attributable to Khyan, one possibly to Apophis. Another seal impression bears
the prenomen of a probable king of the 16th Dynasty*: Khauserre.

It is also intriguing that no burials (with the exception of infant jar burials) were found in this

district. Burying the dead within the living quarters is a characteristic feature of Avaris.

The aim in 2011 was to clarify the stratigraphy of this site:
1. Does the settlement of the 12th Dynasty continue until this area
2. When was this area settled for the first time and how long was it occupied.

Therefore a test trench was made along the western section in square 1/5. (fig. 3,4)

fig. 3 fig. 4

The trench was excavated until a depth of 2, 5 m until the gezira was reached.

* The research on this periods is part of a PHD-project done by one of the authors (Chiara Reali) at the
University of Vienna.

* According to VON BECKERATH J., 1984, Handbuch der Agyptischen Konigsnamen, 119 who moreover
identifies him with Amu 3



A dense stratigraphic succession could be shown. The first occupation layers can be dated to
the very early 15th Dynasty. In these earlier layers the typical settlement patterns known from
Avaris with houses, granaries have come up. Within this earliest stratum Nubian pottery (a

fragment of a Kerma beaker) and a sealing impression with the name Khyan were found .

Area A/l von Tell el-Dab‘a

Avaris, which was in the New Kingdom the Southern part of Piramesse,was with the end of
the New Kingdom abandoned, in favour of the new capital Tanis, because the Pelusiac branch
of the Nile was silted up (sanded up?).

After a hiatus in the 3rd intermediate period the area was resettled again in a large degree
during the 26th dynasty and occupied most probably until the Late Roman and Islamic
periods.®

These settlement traces can be seen all over the site. Due to the circumstances the
archaeological layers of these periods (besides pits) have survived only in the so called Tell
area which is the rest of the large Tell remains and the only part under direct protection of the
MSA. Even there the remains have scarcely survived. For the Roman and later periods layers
have been destroyed completely, these periods are only attested by pottery and some small
finds.

The area A/l is situated in the north western part of the Tell of el-Dab a.

There magnetometry masurements were undertaken in recent years which had reveiled large
casemate structures.* Already in 1966-67 parts of these layers, later then the New Kingdom,
had been excavated and brought into light massive structures the Late and Ptolemaic
periods.’l n 2009 the first campaign was made in order to investigate structures in this area.
The second campaign was done in spring 2011.

The idea of the campaigns in 2009 and 2011 was to get a clearer view of this until now

neglected research in Avaris.

® The research on this periods is part of a PHD-project done by one of the authors (Manuela Lehmann) at the
FU-Berlin.

* Siehe Forstner-Miiller et al.2007, 97-106 and 2010.

® Bietak 1968.



Altogether five houses of the Ptolemaic period with 3 subphases have been excavated until
now. é(fig. 5) Their orientation varies from NNW-SSO to NS.

fig.5

Some buildings might be interpreted as variations of tower houses which are typical domestic
architecture attested in Egypt since the Late Period. ’

In some rooms the remains of white lime wall decoration has survived.

In the whole area several traces of production techniques were found and a lot of ash layers
The pottery shows the repertoire typical for the Ptolemaic Period, within the imports mostly
amphoras, mainly from the Aegean and the Levant.

Besides the pottery three coins from the Ptolemaic Period were discovered.® Also several
amuletts of Fayence f.i. figures of gods. (fig. 6)

¢ Valbelle 2007.

" Arnold, Elephantine XXX, Die Nachnutzung des Chnumtempelbezirks, Wohnbebauung der Spatantike und des
Frihmittelalters, AV 116, 2003.

® For the identification we are indebted to Thomas Fauchet.
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fig.6

For the Roman Period an occupation is most probable according to the pottery found in Area

A, however no archaeological remains have survived..

Autumn:

The excavations in area F/11 were continued.’

The palace was discovered by geophysical surveying and excavated since then in three
seasons in 2006, 2008 and 2009 to about half. (Bietak&Forstner-Miiller 2006, 2007; Bietak et
al. 2010; Bietak et al. 2006; Aston&Bader 2010) It measures about 10,500 sgm and is
oriented to north-east with its front.

This season concentrated at the north-eastern part of the building complex, especially on the
entrance gate and its adjoining elements. (fig. 7)

® This excavation was undertaken by Manfred Bietak on behalf of the Austrian Archaeological Institute Cairo
Branch.



fig. 7

The stratigraphy was assessed by a series of sections in the northern quarter of the palace as

follows:

Str.a Recent and subrecent pits, among them sondages most probably to be attributed to the
activity of Edouard Naville 1885 in this area

Str. b/1 Storage pits of the Late Period

Str. b/2 Ramesside tombs and animal burials of the NK

Str. b/3 Large enclosure walls, and a well, probably attributable to the fortress of Horemheb

or before

Str. ¢/1 Late phase of the Hyksos Palace, reign of Khayan and afterwards

Str. ¢/2 Early phase of the palace, enclosure wall, entrance gate, magazine blocks

Str. ¢/3 Burnt storage and workshop quarter and metallurgical installations and possibly
offering pits in a courtyard north of the district, Pre-Hyksos or early Hyksos Period,
most probably belonging to Phase E/3 at Tell el-Dab‘a

Str.d Pre-Hyksos Settlement, probably belonging to Phase F at Tell el-Dab‘a

Str. e Building complex with big walls but empty space in between, Late Middle Kingdom,
late 13" or 14™ Dynasty



The entrance gate and the enclosure wall (str. c/2-1)

The palace was oriented towards the NNE where also his entrance gate was found. It was
whitewashed as also the enclosure wall. This gate gave access through the enclosure wall
M522 and consisted of two gate towers which were connected all along their length by a solid
threshold platform from which one ascended two steps to the entrance proper .It was once
equipped with a threshold of stone. The steps were not straight but had a rounded edge
outwards. Behind the entrance gate which seems to have been closed by a two-winged door
there was a courtyard of c. 9 x 8.75 m to the south-west of which followed the second gate
leading to the large court B. Directly behind the second gate in keeping with the axis of the

entrance we found a small rectangular platform with stairs at its north-western side.

A row of magazines along the northern enclosure wall (str. c/2-1)

Along the enclosure wall south of the gate is a series of five long magazines, which were
constructed at the same time as the gate. The strong walls suggest a vault cover. The access to
those magazines was through a central door into a wider storeroom from which the others
were accessible like the magazines of the previously excavated block of magazines A. In front
of each magazine except the middle one were constructed secondarily smaller rectangular
silos with strong side walls which also suggest vaulting. They seem to have been used as
storage for grain while the magazines must have served for a different storage. Unfortunately
no original floor is preserved anymore. The series magazines opened towards the court B into

which additional storerooms were constructed when space was needed.

The representation room north of the magazine block A (str. ¢/2-1)

Accessible from the entrance court via a narrow bipartite paved room which seems to have
something to do with the security of the gate there was a big rectangular hall.It was destroyed
by big deep reaching pits. Numerous fragments of stone blocks which originated from column
bases and door constructions show that this hall was once equipped with columns. A platform
against the middle of the back wall is an indication that this hall had a representational
function. The destruction by pits shows that the looters knew what to find. It seems that they
were particularly interested in the stone work of this hall. The robbers’ pits were not of recent
date but may have to be dated to the New Kingdom as it was cut into by a well of the

advanced New Kingdom (Late 18" or 19" Dynasty). It is not clear how this room in addition



to its access from the entrance court was connected to other parts of the palace, especially to
the upper storey of building block A, where the private quarters of the master of this palace
have to be reconstructed.

The forecourt and the four-column-building (str. c/1)

During the late phase (c/1) additional space was needed in front of the palace for ceremonial
or cultic functions. A substantial enclosure wall seems to have replaced a more modest one. A
big building with a row of four columns, visible by the foundation pits, was constructed along
this new wall. This building had a long narrow annex, added in an L-shaped fashion,
constructed at the same time as the hall along the outer face of the enclosure wall. This annex
was accessible through a gateway in the north-west while no connection with the hall is
visible. This space in front of the palace wall was used in its early phase (c/2) as a court with
round grain-silos. In this late phase the silo court was restricted to space more in the northeast
of the forecourt and separated by a more modest wall from the four-columned-hall. It was
there in this outer space of the palace that two pits with altogether 14 cut off right hands were
found. (fig. 8) Two more pits with one hand each were found under the four-columned
building just at the front enclosure wall of the palace.

fig. 8



A court with offering pits older than the palace (str. c/3)

Northwest of the forecourt of the palace and disturbed by its enclosure wall numerous pits
with the typical offering pottery were unearthed. Most pits measure about 1-2 m in diameter.
Large offering pits if about 5 m diameter were discovered below. They were disturbed by the
above mentioned enclosure wall. Ceramic seriation shows that those pits do not date to the
time of the palace which has offering pits by its own. They seem to date to str. ¢/3 (Phase E/3)
and should be contemporary with a building which was completely burned out (s. below).

They can be considered as relics of ritual banqueting and contained some contexts.

The burnt storage magazine (str. c¢/3)
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(fig. 9)
Below the northern edge of the palace abundant traces of severe conflagration turned up.

They originated from magazines of str. ¢/3 which were completely burnt in such a way that
the walls had turned red on their outer sides. Inside the walls had tumbled down and were
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finally levelled into the interior of the building. This place was subject to intensive pillaging
by pits among them numerous ones originating from sondages of Edouard Naville 1895. In
one specific room still most interesting objects were preserved such as magic knives with
incised designs of high quality. Other objects to be mentioned were a sistrum with a Hathor
head and a composite handle of ivory, a handle for a mirror of ivory in the shape of a djed-
pillar, furthermore a large collection of Middle Cypriot pottery (fig. 10), made in Egypt, of
Egyptian clay and local technology thrown on the wheel, amphorae filed with Egyptian blue,

minerals such as crystal, amethyst and other materials.

fig. 10

In the debris surrounding the burnt store-room were found two adjoining blocks with fine
relief of the Middle Kingdom (fig. 11), originating most probably from a tomb of “the count,
overseer of horned, hoofed, feathered and scaled animals, overseer of all things the count
Khentikheti-wosr, justified, lord of blessedness™. In the first line of inscription one reads an
offering formula ““A boon which the king has given to Anubis, who is on top of his mountain,
who is in the place of embalming, the lord of the Sacred Land ...”’The blocks were used as

spolia for re-use in the workshop adjoining the store room.
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fig.11

The storerooms seem to belong to a bigger building complex with workshops such as
metallurgical kilns found in the season 2006. It dates according to ceramic seriation to the
time shortly before or to the beginning of the Hyksos Period.

Pre-Hyksos settlement (str. d)

North of the burnt storage quarter remains of a settlement of the late Middle Kingdom were
found:houses of sandy bricks with simple bath installations of pottery pavement, bread ovens
and small brick-lined storage caves under the floor. The settlement remains were disturbed by

the above mentioned offering pits.

Big building of the Late Middle Kingdom (str. e)

On the sand surface of the gezira remains of a big building complex of massive mud brick
walls and thin lime plastered floors were found. The doors showed remains of limestone
constructions. Also this complex suffered from intensive destruction by pits which were sunk
most probably in the 18" Dynasty according the stratigraphy of later installations cutting
those pits.

12



Later installations (str. b/3-2)

Traces of big enclosure walls, abutting the northern entrance tower of the Hyksos palace,show
that the activity at the site did not cease after the Hyksos Period. Those walls were only
preserved in their very lowest brick courses due to agricultural activity. They may date to the
end of the Hyksos Period or to the New Kingdom. To this period may also belong a round
well with a diameter of about 4 m. It cuts into the remains of the Hyksos palace and produced
from its filling sherds of Marl D of the late 18" Dynasty/Ramesside Period. From the time
afterwards, when everything was in ruins we have evidence of scattered Ramesside burials
and burials of domestic animals such as dogs, sheep and goats which may have belonged to
pastoral activity at this region.
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